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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A system for rebate processing, comprising: 
) / a plurality of first devices associated with promotion 

/ sponsors, the first devices/ operable to communicate 
5 information describing promot/ons to a rebate processing 

center; 

a plurality of secorid devices associated with 
consumers, the second devices operable to communicate 
information indicating purchases of products to the rebate 
10 processing center; and / 

the rebate processing center, comprising: 

a first memory operable to store promotion 
information describing / the promotions available for the 
purchases ; 

15 a second memory operable to store transaction 

information indicating the purchases of the products; and 
a process4r operable to process rebate requests 
by associating the^ purchases with the promotions. 

20 2. The system of Claim 1, wherein the promotion 

information comprises a plurality of disbursement options 
for receiving an authorized rebate. 

j 

3. The systep of Claim 1, wherein: 
25 the promotion information comprises a plurality of 

promotions irjra^ced by promotion identifiers; and 

the transition information comprises a plurality of 
transactions, /each transaction having at least one 
promotion identifier . 
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wherein the second devices 
a rebate request form in a 



4. The system of Cla 
are further operable to 
format suitable for mail 



5. The system of /Claim" 1 , wherein at least one first 
"device is operable /to receive a status of promotions 



comprising a number/of rebate requests and a breakage rate 
for each promotiorr associated with a promotion sponsor. 



10 



15 



20 



6. The system of Claim 1, wherein at least one second 
device is operable to receive a status of rebate requests 
submitted /o the rebate processing center by a user of the 



second device, 



7 . The system of CI 
device is operable to r 
of a rebate request, th 
selectable disbur semen 




1, wherein at least one second 
uthorization upon approval 
ation having a plurality of 
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An apparatus tdr rebate processing, comprising: 
s a first memory operable to store promotion 

^ information describing k plurality of promotions; 

a second memory operable to store transaction 
information indicating a plurality of product purchases; and 
a processor operable to process rebate requests by 
associating the product purchases with the promotions. 



f'L! 
Fu 

\ y 
■*.3 



10 



15 



9. The apparatus of/ Claim 8, further comprising an 
interface operable : 

to receive promotion information from a plurality of 



promotion sponsors des 
to receive trans^ 
consumers indicating 



he 



iB^Lng the promotions ; 

information from a plurality of 
rodj^ct purchases . 



10. The apparatus of Claim 9, wherein the interface is 
operable to receive information electronically using the 
Internet . 



Sob 




11. The apparat 
operable to receive t 
rebate request form 



12 




Claim 8, wherein the interface is 
information entered from a 
purchaser of a product . 



The apparatus of Claim 8, further comprising an 
interface operable /to communicate a status of promotions 
associated with a promotion sponsor in response to a request 
:ion/ 



from the promo t: 



/ 



sponsor , 
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13. The appa 
interface operable 
associated with a 
a number of rebat 
promotion associate 

14 . The apparatus 
interface to communicate 
approving a rebate re, 




of Claim 8, further comprising an 
ommunicate a status of promotions 
isor, the status comprising 
a breakage rate for each 
the promotion sponsor. 

laim 8 , further comprising an 
rization to a consumer upon 
he authorization having a 




plurality of selectabl^e disbursement options. 

15. The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein: 
each proracJtion comprises a promotion identifier; and 
each trarra^QjM-on comprises a transaction identifier and 
an associated promotion identifier. 
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The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein at least one 



omotion comprises : 

a product/ identifier; and 
a plurality of disbursement options for receiving an 
authori zed rebate . 

17. The apparatus / of Claim 16, wherein the 

disbursement options compr/se a cash rebate and a credit 
voucher . 



18 . The apparatus 
promotion comprises : 

a product identifi 
an end date for this 
a geographic target 




wherein at least one 



and 
promotion . 



Attorney 1 s TOcket : ^^>ATENT APPLICATION 

067251 . 0105 



38 



19. The apparatus of Claim 8, wherein at least one 
transaction comprises : 

a promotion / identifier; 
personal information of the purchaser of the product; 
and I 

purchase information . 



# • 

3 docket : ^~PP 



Attorney ' socket : ^PATENT APPLICATION 

067251 . 0105 




39 



20. A method for refcate processing, comprising: 
storing promotion information describing a 

plurality of promotions; 

storing transaction information indicating a 
5 plurality of product ypurchases; and 

processing rebate requests by associating the 
product purchases wath the promotions. 

21. The method of ciaim 20, further comprising: ' 

10 receiving, from a plurality of promotion sponsors, 

promotion information describing the promotions; and 

receiving, from a plurality of consumers, transaction 
information indicating ihe product purchases. 

15 22. The method /of Claim 21, wherein the steps of 

receiving are performed electronically using the Internet. 

23. The method! of Claim 21, further comprising the 
step of receiving transaction information entered from a 
2 0 rebate request form fnailed by a purchaser of a product. 




c/air 



24. The method of Claim 21, further comprising: 

-si f 
;socii 



receiving a reques/ from a promotion sponsor for a 



status of promotions associated with the promotion sponsor; 

2 5 and / 

communicating the status of promotions associated with 
the promotion sponsor . 

25. The method of Claim 24, wherein the status of 

3 0 promotions comprises a number of rebate requests and a 

breakage rate / for each promotion associated with the 
promot ion sponsor . 



Attorney ' s^Ccket : ^PATENT APPLICATION 

067251 . 0105 




40 



26. The method of Claim 20, further comprising: 
approving a rebate request; 

communicating an/ authorization to a consumer upon 
approving the rebate / request , the authorization having a 
plurality of disbursement options; and 

receiving a selection of the disbursement options. 

27. The method of Claim 20, wherein: 

each promotio^jeomprises a promotion identifier; and 
each transacti^i^omprises a transaction identifier and 
an associated promotion identifier. 



~y 28. The method/ of Claim 20, wherein at least one 

Qo promotion compri 

5 a product identifier; and 

a plurality gr disbursement options for receiving an 
authorized rebate; 



29. The mefthod of Claim 28, wherein the disbursement 
options compri^ a cash rebate and a credit voucher. 

30. The method of Claim 20, wherein at least one 
promotion comprises: / 

a product identifier; 

an end date for tkie promotion; and 

a geographic target for the promotion. 
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31. The method of Claim 20, wherein at least one 
transaction comprises : 

a promotion/ identifier; 
personal information of the purchaser of the product; 
and j 

purchase information . 
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32. A computer-based interface for facilitating rebate 
processing, the /interface operable to: 

display a/ plurality of fields for entry by a user to 
create a prombtion for a product bearing a rebate; 

receive promotion information for the promotion; 
communicate promotion information to a remote rebate 
processing center; and 

receive a status of the promotion based on purchases of 
the product . 



15 



33. The computer-based interface of Claim 32, wherein 
promotion information comprises : 
a pa^diitt identifier; and 

a plurality of disbursement options for receiving an 
author i zed rebate . 
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34. The computer-based interface of Claim 33, wherein 
the disbursement options co/iprise a cash rebate and a credit 
voucher . 

35. The computer -b/sed interface of Claim 32, wherein 
promotion information comprises 

a product identifier; 
an end date for tme promotion; and 
a geographic target for the promotion. 
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36. The compuger-based interface of Claim 32, wherein 
the interface is /operable to receive and communicate 
promotion information repeatedly to create a plurality of 
promotions for the/ remote rebate processing center. 



i 



Attorney ' s ^fefcket : 



>ATENT APPLICATION 



067251.0105 



43 



37. The computer-basedf interface of Claim 32, wherein 
the interface is web-basdu and is further operable to 
communicate promotion information and receive a status of 
the promotion electronically using the Internet. 



38. The computer-based interface of Claim 32, wherein 

/ 

the status of the promotion comprises: 
a number of rebate/ requests ; and 
a breakage rate . 



39. The comput/ef-based interface of Claim 32, wherein 
the status of /th^) promotion comprises: 
a numbe^-clfjmebate requests ; and 

a number of Authorized rebates fulfilled for each of a 
plurality of disbursement options for the promotion. 



